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I am kept very busy not only with my personal research, but -with many
other scientific activities. You may have heard that Professor Kapitza
has been forcibly detained in Russia by the Soviet authorities, so that
I have to consider the carrying on of the work of his Laboratory during
his absence.
The Rutherfords for five years spent their holidays in a cottage
that they rented in Nant Gwynant, North Wales. This involved a long
motor drive from Cambridge and it was desirable to have a country
cottage within more reasonable reach. Lady Rutherford made a long
search and found a delightful site near the village of Upper Chute,
a few miles from Andover. It was on the slope of the downs on the
borders of Wiltshire and Hampshire, not far from the Collingbourne
Woods. Curiously enough, it was part of a farm called New Zealand.
A few acres were bought which contained great elm trees, a rookery,
and a pond, and had a fine view to*the south. A fascinating country
cottage was quickly built. Lady Rutherford with inexhaustible energy
removed flints, made hedges and flower-beds, and filled them with all
sorts of delectable flowering shrubs, and trees with autumn tints, besides
flowers of all kinds in most natural settings.
Here Rutherford relaxed and regained energy, enjoyed reading and
bridge, besides spending half the day in clearing bush, lopping dead
limbs, felling trees and reducing them to firewood with axe, bill-hook
and cross-cut saw.
A morning with him spent in this way was an invigorating delight;
in the afternoon there might be a motor drive to Avebury, or Stone-
henge, or one of the dykes or British camps with which Wiltshire
abounds.
On 17 July Rutherford's mother died at the age of 92. She was a
kindly, strong character, who had wisely brought up a large family, and
given thought and care to their education. Her memory and good sense
seem to have remained largely unimpaired to the end, and she had
clear and strong views on modern education, small families and extrava-
gance. Like many people of advanced age she had beea a strong